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Chemical reactions 
 
The manufacture of Tylose is a complex process. The raw material used for the production 
of cellulose ethers is high-purity cellulose, which is obtained from cotton linters or wood and 
which is water-insoluble. To make it accessible to a chemical reaction, the cellulose is first 
finely ground (pulp grinding) and then reacted with sodium hydroxide solution to form the 
so-called alkali cellulose. Depending on the required type of cellulose ether, the swollen 
alkali cellulose is etherified with different agents, thus creating water-soluble cellulose 
ethers. Unreacted etherification agents are recycled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tylose®: Chemical Reactions 

Cellulose Alkali cellulose
  NaOH

MHEC  +  NaCl

MHPC  +  NaCl

Monochloromethane
Ethylene oxide

Monochloromethane

Ethylene oxide

Propylene oxide

HEC  + Salt


